
CHINA NOW DOCUMENTARY FILMS: 

About the Movies: 

1. Stirring (1978-2008): The 30th Anniversary of Reform and Opening in China 

The sea changes brought on by the Reform and Opening 

Program  have given birth to a New China which is now vastly 

different from the one known to the local Chinese since thousands 

of years ago. This comprehensive documentary series will examine 

the political, economic, social, and cultural changes in China in the 

last thirty years. For the festival, a condensed version of one hour 

will be shown. The story will begin with Deng Xiaoping s Nanxuan 

and will culminate on the glories of the Beijing Olympics. 
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2. The Tibetan Railway The Modern Wonder  

 Of mega proportions in China is the Qinghai-Tibet 

Railway, which is located 4,000 meters above sea 

level. This project constitutes a crucial part of China's 



ambitious plan to boost its less-developed region. It is a railroad that was built in the 

toughest natural environment. This great project with a total investment of USD2.5 billion 

was started in 2001 and completed in 2006. The railways have a total length of 1,100 

kilometers. The documentary begins with the hardest key project: the Fenghuo Mountain 

Tunnel depicting the Chinese engineers' great efforts to conquer unimaginable natural 

and technological hardship. But their success in solving the relevant ecological problem, 

in particular the protection of local wild animals, is another highlight altogether.  
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3.  Gaosan (The Senior Middle Three Year) 

The Higher Middle-Three Exam  is the defining exam for all 

young people in China. The gaokao (National College 

Entrance Examination) decides which university and course 

of specialization a young person will pursue in university. In 

the days with no private universities in China, the gaokao will 

decide one s career path. Today there are more choices for 

students as they can either go to private schools or study 

abroad. Nevertheless for the vast majority of Chinese young 

people, this is the most important year in their life. Gaosan is 



an award-winning documentary that tells the story of WuPing School I in the Hokkien 

Province: the story documents the preparation process of the gaosan students to 

become the number one School in the entire Hokkien Province. 
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4. Still Life (by Jia Zhangke) 

Still Life won the Grand Prize at the 2006 Venice Film Festival. 

The movie takes place amidst the clutter and misery of the 

Three Gorges Dam which cuts across the Yangtze in central 

China. The largest dam in the world, Three Gorges is a site of 

great cultural and political strife because of both 

environmental and humanitarian issues.    
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5. 24 Cities (by Jia Zhangke) 

This documentary depicts a microcosmic China's Tidal 

Changes . The tale of a secret arms factory, now the 

site of upscale condos, is a virtuoso look at Jia 

Zhangke's rapidly modernizing homeland in capturing 

huge changes of both the economical and psychological 

aspects. 24 Cities reveals generation-gap issues that

Maoism aside are just as pertinent to Western 

societies as to China. Condensing his country's recent 

transformation in the events that transpired on a single 

plot of land, Jia observes the shutdown of Factory 420, 

once a top-secret manufacturer of military aviation parts.  
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6. The Year of the Yao: The Phenomenal Rise of Yao Ming 

  

Yao Ming stands at 7 feet 6 inches tall and is just 22 

years old. To the Chinese nation of one billion, he is a 



heroic son and symbol of its increasing presence on the world stage. To the National 

Basketball Association, he is a poster child for the globalization of the sport and 

potentially its first iconic superstar from outside of the United States and Europe. To his 

teammates of the Houston Rockets, he is the key to a successful championship season. 

To basketball fans, comedians and even commentators in the field, he is an anomaly: he 

is the tallest player in the NBA, and he is Chinese. To his supportive parents, both of 

whom preceded him as members of the Chinese National Basketball team, he is simply 

a son . To a young American interpreter with a passion for the Chinese language and 

culture he was initially a client for interpretation services, and over the course of a year, 

eventually a close and valued friend. The Year of The Yao is James D. Stern and Adam 

Del Deo s exciting and inspiring chronicle of Yao Ming s tumultuous first year in the NBA. 
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 7.  Chinese Characters 5000 Years.  

CCTV produces this documentary for Hanban for the global audience. It documents the 

history and evolution of the Chinese characters in the last 5000 years; and explained 

why the Chinese language is one of the oldest in the world, yet one of the most dynamic 

and young language. For someone who have lived 500 years old; if he or she were to 

return today; he would be just as comfortable in today s world because he or she can 

use the same language to understand the world.  
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8. Design for China  

Nine world-class architects and nine magnificent buildings they designed for china will 

appear in the documentary series Design for China . Separately from England, France, 

Netherland, Switzerland, Australia, America, Japan and etc, IM Pei, Andrew, Koolhaas, 

Herzog and De Meuron, Norman Foster and Zaha Hadid, all these world-famous 

architects come to china just for one common goal: Design for China. The amazing 

masterpieces they have completed successfully include: National Grand Theatre, 

Jinmao Tower, CCTV Building, Water Cube, Bird s Nest and New Terminal Building of 

Capital Airport. 
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  9.  House of Flying Daggers (by Zhang Yimou) 

The year is 859AD and China's once flourishing Tang Dynasty is in decline. Unrest is 

raging throughout the land, and the corrupt government is locked in battle with rebel 

armies that are forming in protest. The largest, and most prestigious of these is the 

'House of Flying Daggers', which is growing ever more powerful under a mysterious new 

leader. Two local captains, Leo (Andy Lau) and Jin (Takeshi Kaneshiro) are ordered to 

capture the new leader and the two hatch an elaborate plan. Captain Jin will pretend to 

be a lone warrior called Wind and rescue the beautiful, blind revolutionary Mei (Zhang 

Ziyi), from prison, earning her trust and escorting her to the secret headquarters of the 

House of Flying Daggers. The plan works, but to their surprise, Jin and Mei fall deeply in 

love on their long journey to the House. Danger lurks in the forest surrounding them, and 

the wind is still, as if sensing the tension in the air. What lies ahead for Jin and Mei, 

these star-crossed lovers? If this is true love, then why are there plots in their 

heads...and secrets in their hearts? 
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  10.  A Battle of Wits 

In 370 B.C, China was separated as seven nations and several other small tribes, one of 

these being the city state of Liang. The nation of Zhao is led by the terrifying prime 

commander Xiang Yangzhong who orders his troops to launch an attack on Liang in a 

bid to conquer the small city. Leaping to the defense of the cowed people of Liang is a 

warrior who goes by the name of 'Ge Li' from the Mo-Tsu tribe, renowned for its 

defensive skills. He is their last hope as the terrors of Yangzhong's troops are unleashed. 

The future of Liang now hangs in the balance, with all their hopes pinned on the 

mysterious Mo-Tsu warrior Ge Li... 
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  11.  Red Cliff 

An epic historical drama based on a legendary 208 A.D. battle that heralded the end of 

the Han Dynasty. RED CLIFF opens as power hungry Prime Minister-turned-General 

Cao Cao (Zhang Fengyi) seeks permission from the Han dynasty Emperor to organize a 

southward-bound mission designed to crush the two troublesome warlords who stand in 

his way, Liu Bei (You Yong) and Sun Quan (Chang Chen). As the expedition gets 

underway, Cao Cao's troops rain destruction on Liu Bei's army, forcing him into retreat. 

Liu Bei's military strategist Zhuge Liang (Takeshi Kaneshiro) knows that the rebels' only 

hope for survival is to form an alliance with rival warlord Sun Quan, and reaches out to 

Sun Quan's trusted advisor, war hero Zhou Yu (Tony Leung). Vastly outnumbered by 

Cao Cao's brutal, fast-approaching army, the warlords band together to mount a heroic 

campaign unrivaled in history that changes the face of China forever. 
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 12. Raise the Red Lantern  

This sumptuously photographed drama, set in Northern China in the 1920s and based 

on the novel Wives and Concubines by Su Tong, stars Gong Li as Songlian, the fourth 

wife of an elderly landlord. Songlian is a college student who has been married off by her 

stepmother, so it is with tremendous frustration that this woman, who had hopes of using 

her education to broaden her horizons, now finds herself reduced to a small enclosure at 

the beck and call of her husband. Despite being given a maid (Kong Lin) and luxurious 

surroundings, she feels trapped inside the cheerless walls. Upon her arrival, Songlian 

realizes that she must keep one step ahead of her rivals, the three other wives. She also 

learns of her husband's tradition of lighting a lantern outside of the house of the wife with 

whom he intends to spend the night. During the first night together with her husband, 

she finds he is called away to tend to his spoiled third wife (He Caifei). Songlian then 

becomes acquainted with his other wives -- his first wife (Jin Shuyuan), an elderly 

woman who ignores Songlian; the third wife, an ex-opera singer; and the second wife 

(Cao Cuifeng), who offers Songlian friendship and helpful advice. But it turns out that the 

second wife's motives are not exactly innocent--she is conspiring with Songlian's maid to 



undermine both the third wife and Songlian. Raise the Red Lantern is a moving 

exploration of power in a suffocating world of ossified tradition and naked ambition-a 

masterpiece of 1990s world cinema. 
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  13. Hero 

At the height of China's Warring States period, the country was divided into seven 

kingdoms: Qin, Zhao, Han Wei, Yan, Chu and Qi. For years, the separate kingdoms 



fought ruthlessly for supremacy. The Qin King was obsessed with conquering all of 

China and becoming her first Emperor. He had long been the target of three legendary 

assassins.  

 

To anyone who defeated the assassins, the King promised great power, gold and a 

private audience with the King himself. For ten years no one came to claim the prize. So 

when the enigmatic county sheriff, Nameless, came to the palace bearing the legendary 

weapons of the slain assassins, the King was impatient to hear his story. Sitting in the 

palace, only ten paces from the King, Nameless told his extraordinary tale. But then 

something unexpected happened - the King had a different story to tell of how Nameless 

really came to sit there. 

 

In the center of the intrigue sits Nameless and the ruler of the Kingdom, with only ten 

steps between them. Within those ten steps holds an earth-shattering tale of love, honor 

and duty, a story that moves beyond the reaches of history. 
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 14. The Olympic Games 2008 Opening Ceremony

 



Own a piece of history with China opening up to the free world. Experience the once in a 

lifetime beauty of China's $40,000,000,000 investment in the Olympic Games. This is 

your opportunity to once again witness the most memorable Opening Ceremony in 

Olympic history. 
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   15. China National Day 2009 60

60  2009 

 

China National Day 2009 is a big celebration in China and people will celebrate 60 years 

of Communist Party rule tomorrow with a massive military parade passing by Tiananmen 

Square in central Beijing, where Mao Zedong proclaimed the People s Republic on 

October 1, 1949. China National Day 2009 will be more on hardware designed to show 

China s modernization and military strength. Soldiers will march at an exact pace of 116 

steps a minute in China s National Day Parade and it will take each column one minute 

and six seconds to march past the top leaders at the main podium. 
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 16.  Chinese Bridge 

The Chinese Bridge-Chinese Proficiency Competition for Foreign College Students is a 

large-scale international contest sponsored by Hanban. Since its launch in 2002, the 

annual event has attracted nearly 50,000 college students in more than 50 countries 

during the past 7 years, among which 593 came to China for semi-finals and finals. It is 

aimed at stimulating interests of youth in learning Chinese language and increasing 

understanding of Chinese language and culture. It becomes an important platform for 

international college students to learn the Chinese language and more about this country, 

helping young people in the world to better communicate with each other. 
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